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Mayor Thomas M. McDermott, Jr.,
The City of Hammond, and The Juneteenth Committee

Present

June 19,  2024

save the date

Come out & enjoy food, music, fun & giveaways

Ceremony Begins MLK Freedom Plaza @ 10:00 a.m.
Tapper Avenue and Highland Street
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State Auto Body
1243 Summer St.
Hammond, IN
219.931.0721

Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce
7120 Indianapolis Boulevard
Hammond, IN 46324
219.931.1000

Whiting/Robertsdale  
Chamber of Commerce
119th St
Whiting, IN
219.659.0292

Jam Computer Service
Software & PC Services
219.931.6700

Franklin D. Roosevelt Club
Last Thursday of every month
at the Mohawks 
4040 Calumet Ave, Hammond, IN

Hammond Democratic Committee
Chairman Dave Woerpel 
7440 Olcott Avenue,
Hammond, IN 46324 
219.808.9743

Hessville Central Democratic Club
3031 Mahoney Drive 
Hammond, IN
219.545.1942

Body Shops

Business Organization

Computer Service

Democratic Organizations

Central Electric
Ed Marzec
New & Rewire
Licensed, Bonded, & Insured
219.844.5884

L1 Live Wire
Electrical Installations, Repairs
Licensed,Bonded & Insured Electrician
844. 514.3577

Smith, Bizzell & Warner
4209 Grant Street
Gary, IN 46408
219.887.1852
smithbizzellwarnerfuneralhome.com

Hammond City Clerks Office
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN
219.853.6346
www.am legal.com/hammond_in

Hammond Park Foundation 
3031 Mahoney Dr.
Hammond, IN 463223
219.853.6378

Hammond Department of  
Planning & Development
5925 Calumet Avenue
Hammond, IN  219.853.6371

Hammond Mayor’s Office
5925 Calumet Avenue
Hammond, IN 46320
219.853.6301

Hammond Port Authority 
701 Casino Center D. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
219.659.7678

Gutter Installation Service and Repairs
Competitive Rates, Quality Service
219.512.3676

Ron J. Prestamer Agency, Inc.
7207 Indianapolis Blvd.
Hammond, IN 46324
219.844.0103
ronjprestamer@gmail.com
www.prestamerinsurance.com

Alamo Auto Service
Towing & Auto Repair
6923 Hohman Ave.
Hammond, IN
219.932.8909

McCoy & Sons Towing
1405 Summer St
Hammond, IN
219.659.0687

State Auto Body
1243 Summer St.
Hammond, IN
219.931.0721

Towing

Funeral - Services

Government

Insurance - ServicesElectrician

Providing food every 
2nd and 4th Thursday  

The New Hope Too 
Community Center Food 
Pantry is honored to 
serve our community by 
providing food every 2nd 
and 4th Thursday from 
1:30 to 3:00 p.m. Other 

services are also provided 
when deemed necessary. 
We are located at 6634 
Calumet Ave., Hammond, 
Indiana. For more 
information you may call 
Shirley at 219-680-6109.

Gutters

The Sub Hub
Daily Special

2 for $8.00
Ham & Cheese

All Day
For Faster Service Call Ahead

(219) 230-7737
5800 Hohman Ave.

Hammond, IN

CR 
Publications

500 Flyers (b/w)
(single sided)

$20.00
(219) 931-6700 
newsdesk@crpubnwi.com

State Auto Body & Towing
We buy and tow scrap cars. 

Avoid Costly Fines!

Call (219) 931-0721
1243 Summer Street, Hammond, Indiana 46320

“Over 50 Years if Quality Service”
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Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Memorial Park 

In response to the recent 
vandalism at Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Memorial Park, the 
International Association of 
Firefighters Local 556, has 
offered to donate their time 
and any funds necessary to 
repair the vandalism at the 
basketball courts area at the 
park. This generous donation 
comes after the basketball 
courts were closed due to a 
second bout of vandalism 
within a two-week period. 

Mayor Thomas McDermott, 
Jr. was pleased to accept this 
donation after discussions 
about the basketball courts’ 
closure. “I want to thank the 
firefighters’ union for this 
generous offer. I understand the 
importance of these courts and 
park to the community.  I also 
know that we cannot continue to 
allow vandalism and disrespect 
for this park, named after Dr. 
King. The police department 
is continuing to investigate 
the vandalism and when the 
persons responsible are caught, 

they will be fully prosecuted,” 
said the mayor.   

The courts at this park are 
well used and well loved by the 
entire neighborhood around 
City Hall.  “Hammond is 
fortunate to have great parks. 
It’s a team effort to treat them 
respectfully and protect them. 
We’re happy we are able to 
help the community and get 
the courts back open hopefully 
soon,” said Mike Hull, 
president of Local 556.   

If all goes well, the city’s 
goal is to have the courts and 
park fully opened by Monday 
afternoon once the work 
is completed. The City of 
Hammond thanks Firefighters 
Local 556 and President Mike 
Hull for this generous donation.

Source:	 City of Hammond

	 May 15th	 3rd District	 Sportsplex and Community Center

			   6630 Indianapolis Boulevard 

	 August 28th	 4th District	 Edison Elementary School Cafeteria

			   7025 Madison Avenue 

			   Jefferson Elementary
	September 18th	 5th District	 School-Cafeteria
			   6940 Northcote Avenue

	 October 16th	 6th District	 Hess Elementary School Cafeteria 

			   3640 Orchard Drive 

Subject to change.  All programs are on Wednesday from 6:30pm-8:30pm.

Mayor’s 
Night Out

2024

BANNER 
BANNER 
BANNER

BANNER
BANNER

Outdoor or Indoor
Vinyl Banner

	 3x6	 $81.00
	 3x8	 $108.00
	 4x6	 $108.00
	 4x8	 $144.00

Includes grommets
Other sizes available

219.931.6700

Outdoor or Indoor
State Auto Body & Towing
 SHOP ASSISTANT POSITION

Job description
●	 cleaning shop
●	 washing vehicles
●	 escorting customers to
	 impounded vehicles
●	 yard maintenance
●	 assisting shop tech 
●	 moving vehicles
Part-time 8-4, 2-3 days a week

Call  219-931-0721
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Church Directory Listing
$8.00 per/issue
(minimum 4 issues)

(219) 931-6700   newsdesk@crpubnwi.com
*information submitted subject to editing for clarity and space allotted

Church Directory
Bethel Congregational C.O.G.I.C.
815 Michigan St., Hammond, IN
Deacon Lester Stokes
(219) 931-1301
Sunday School	 9:00 a.m.
Sunday       	 10:30 a.m.
Friday  	       7:30 p.m.

Greater Works Outreach Prayer and 
Deliverance Ministry
4822 Kennedy Ave. East Chicago, IN 46312
Apostle Jose Ruiz (219) 852-0677
Sunday	 11:30 a.m.
www.greaterwksmin.com

Hammond Christian Reformed Church
1910 167th St, Hammond, IN
Pastor Josh Christoffels
(219) 844-3331
Sunday School 	 9:50 a.m.
Sunday Worship	 11:00 a.m.
Coffee Break Tuesday 	 9:00 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study Tuesday	 6:00 p.m.
www.hammondcrc.org

Hyde Park United Methodist Church
6348 Harrison Ave., Hammond, IN
Pastor  Darryl Dorton
(219) 932-0613 
Sunday	 10:30 p.m.
Thursday Thrift shop	 9:00 a.m.-Noon
Last Saturday of the month 
Free Pancake breakfast	 9-11 a.m.

Living Water Missionary Baptist Church
6511 Jefferson Avenue
Hammond, Indiana 46324
Pastor Roosevelt Dixon 
(219) 853-9951
Sunday School 	 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship	 11:15 p.m.
Waterliving621@gmail.com

Mt. Zion Baptist Church
1047 Kenwood St., Hammond, IN
Reverend William R. Collins
(219) 931-4337
Sunday	 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday  Bible Study	 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer	 6:00 p.m.

New Community Baptist Church
707 169th St, Hammond IN 46324
219 931-8407
Rev. Charles W. Ricks, Pastor
Sunday school	 9:00 a.m. 
Worship service	 10:00 a.m.
Bible study Wednesday	 6:00 p.m.
newcommunitybapt@att.net
ncbchammond.org

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
1117 Merrill St., Hammond, IN
Reverend Herman A. Polk, Sr.
(219) 932-5955
Sunday	 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School   	 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday 	8:30 a.m, 1:30 & 7:00 p.m.

New Zion Temple Church
926 Morris Street, Hammond, IN
Bishop Brandon A. Jacobs
(219) 931-ZION (9466) 
Sunday School 	 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 	11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer	 6:30 p.m. 
Wed Bible Study     	 7:00 p.m.
www.newziontemple.org

Saint Joseph Roman Catholic Church
5310 Hohman Avenue
Hammond, IN 46320 
Rev. Jeffrey Burton, Pastor 
(219) 932-0702
Sunday:	 9:00 am Mass in Church
Monday,
Wednesday 
& Friday:	 9:00 am Mass in Chapel 
saintjosephhammond@comcast.net

Testimony C.O.G.I.C. of Hammond
1022 Cleveland St, Hammond, IN
Elder Patrick Williams
(219) 937-4676
Sunday School 	 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship	 11:30 a.m.
Friday	   7:30 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church
7227 Hohman Ave, Hammond, IN
(219) 932-4660
Sunday Worship	  9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 	 10:30 a.m.
On FACEBOOK 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
www.trinityhammond.com

Woodmar United Methodist Church
7320 Nortcote Ave, Hammond, IN
(219) 844-3030
Sunday Worship	  10:15 a.m. 
www.woodmarumc.org

 
“We come 
to church 

not to 
hide our 
problems 

but to heal 
them.”

~ Dieter F. Uchtdorf

Most People 
are either 

Natural Talkers 
or Natural 
Listeners
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The Food Bank of NWI raised $46,000 
with The Soirée 2024 

The Food Bank of 
Northwest Indiana honored 
their healthcare partners and 
raised $46,000 with The Soirée 
2024 event.

The Food Bank hosted The 
Soirée 2024 event to honor 
their healthcare partners, 
raise donations and bring the 
community together. To date, 
the event has raised $46,000 of 
the $100,000 goal set.

“We're always looking 
for ways to partner and 
collaborate so that we can 
expand the impact we have 
on our community,” said Food 
Bank President Victor Garcia. 
“We really wanted to focus 
this evening on our Food is 
Medicine programs.”

Heal thcare  par tners 
honored were Franciscan 
Health, Methodist Hospital, 
HealthLinc, Regional Health 
Systems, St. Mary Medical 
Center, Community HealthNet, 
and Northwest Indiana 
Community Action. 

“One of the reasons the 
Food Bank chose to engage 
in Food is Medicine work 
primarily, was due to the very 
challenging information we 
had about the infant mortality 
rate,” Victor said. 

“Unfortunately, Indiana is 
one of the worst states in the 
country for infinite mortality, 
49.1% of all life births in the 
state of Indiana are born to 
women who are on medicaid.”

“Those are our friends 
and neighbors at their most 
vulnerable, and that's why 
the Food Bank decided we 
needed to find a way that we 
can help those neighbors, so 
we can get to those folks who 

need nutrition, not calories, 
nutrition, to make sure their 
babies have a chance at a 
healthy, successful life,” he 
said. All donations collected 
will help the Food Bank bring 
more programs to their Food is 
Medicine initiative and fight 
hunger in Porter and Lake 
counties. They used a silent 
auction, champagne raffle, 
wine barrel raffle, and a heads 
or tails game to raise donations 
at the event

“Our friends and neighbors 
are struggling to get by and 
they need us today more than 
ever,” Victor said. “Note that 
$1 can supply 3 meals, $100 
can provide 11 children with 
healthy nutritious snacks for 
the weekend, $500 can provide 
20 medically tailored boxes of 
groceries, $1,000 can buy a 
truck load of rice, $2,500 can 
fund over 8000 servings of 
leafy grains.”

Sponsors at the event 
included Hard Rock Casino, 
NIPSCO and NiSource 
Charitable Foundation, Strack 
& Van Til, Albert’s Diamond 
Jewelers, People Bank, Chase 
Bank, First Financial Bank, 
Midwest Refrigeration, 
Wintrust Indiana, and more.

“Strack & Van Til has been 
a proud supporter of the Food 
Bank of Northwest Indiana 
since its inception, and we 
just believe in giving back 
and helping solve the food 
insecurity that is so rapid here 
in Indiana,” said Jeff Strack, 
President and CEO of Indiana 
Grocery Group.

“We're really invested and 
engaged in the success of the 
food bank because it matters in 
Northwest Indiana and helps 

our community 
be a better place,” 
Strack said.

F o o d  a n d 
Dr inks  were 
p rov ided  by 
Sue & Kim’s 
Pies, American 
C u l i n a r y  F e d e r a t i o n , 
Asparagus, Frank's Backyard 
Barbecue, Indiana Beverage, 
Ivy Tech, Meals on Wheels, 
Montego Bay Grille, NWI 
Food Council Region Roots, 
St Mary’s Medical Center, 
Strack & Van Til, Tandoori 
Cafe, Saturday Sangria Bakery 
& Cafe, and Windy City 
Mushrooms.

“It’s partnerships like this 
that make our community 
special,” Garcia said. “Their 
willingness to be innovative 
and collaborative really makes 
my job so much easier … 
such amazing individuals, 
volunteering their time.”

The Food Bank of Northwest 
Indiana was founded in 1982. 
The nonprofit organization 
distributes food for about 6 
million meals annually to kids, 
adults and seniors in Lake 

and Porter counties. The Food 
Bank of Northwest Indiana is 
a member of Feeding America, 
a nationwide domestic hunger-
relief organization and network 
of 200 food banks across the 
country.

“When you have fresh 
produce it changes your 
health,” said Jennifer 
Trowbridge, President and 
CEO of Northwest Indiana 
Community Action.

“Great things happen when 
there are great people in 
great organizations working 
together,” she said.

To learn more about the Food 
Bank of Northwest Indiana 
and how to get involved in 
the fight against hunger, go to 
foodbanknwi.org.

Source:	 Food Bank of 		
	 Northwest Indiana 

5

Call for 
Sponsorship Info

(219) 789-0077

Fri    9 am - 10 am
(219) 845-1100 

Live Call In
1230 AM & 104.7 FM

Ernie Dillon
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WE HAVE THE  
SHIRTS YOU WANT!

Prices start from

$9.50 S-XL
$11.50 2X and 3X

to order call 219-931-6700

Now Serving Hammond and 
NWI’s Trophy & Award Needs

...And the  
Winner Is... YOU!

(219) 931-6700     newsdesk@crpubnwi.com 
6217 Hohman Ave, Hammond, IN

New Hammond Firefighters 

From Left to Right: 
• Christian Mersereau – Badge #392 
• Jackson McNamee – Badge #393 

• Craig Johnson – Badge #394 
• Travis Hackett – Badge #395 

• Michael Anguiano – Badge #396 
• Samuel Gonzalez – Badge #397

US MARINES CORPS
T-SHIRTS

$ 14.95 S-XL
$ 16.95 XXL & XXXL 

Beatnik Entertainment 
presents "Angel Street",  

"Angel Street" is a 
psychological thriller set 
in Victorian London. It 
revolves around Jack and 
Bella Manningham, a recently 
married, and otherwise 
seemingly ordinary couple 
living on Angel Street. However, 
beneath the surface, Jack, is 
manipulating and tormenting 
his wife into believing she is 
losing her sanity. 

Cast: Kristin Duncan - 
Bella Manningham ● James 
Rhoten - Jack Manningham ● 
Rip Johnson - Rough  ● Sandy 
Stotts - Elizabeth ● Kaylie 
Phillips - Nancy 

Performances to be held 
at Beatniks On Conkey, 420 
Conkey Street, Hammond, IN 

Performance Dates: 
Friday, May 31, 2024, at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, June 1, at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, June 2, at 2:00 p.m 
Friday, June 7, at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, June 8, at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, June 9, at 2:00 p.m 
$20, cash only at the door. 

Source:	Beatniks On Conkey
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CINCO DE MAYO CAR SHOW 

7

FOR SALE Classic Car

1964 CADILLAC SEDAN DEVILLE
$8,900 or Best Offer 

4 Door, Runs, Good Body
1-708-362-7653

FOR SALE Classic Car

1939 PACKARD 4 door Sedan with Suicide 
Doors, Blue with a Grey  interior.

Is powered by its original 6 cylinder engine 
$30,000 or Best Offer 

Runs Good, Great Body
1-219-765-0540

1939
Packard
4 Door
Sedan

(From L-R) Adrian Ochoa, Felipe Rosales, Gerardo Cardenas,  
Arturo “Turbo” Gizman from Team 708 won best car club and best SUV.

(From L-R) On stage Alberto Ochoa, Marcelo Garcia 
Bottom Adrian Ochoa, Jose Chavez, Eduardo Chavez, Prestige Auto Center won Best of Show 
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Classified Ads
10 words 
only $6.00  per issue!

Purdue University 
Northwest announces 

faculty member promotions 

Five Purdue University 
Northwest (PNW) faculty 
members received approval 
today (April 5) by the Purdue 
University Board of Trustees for 
academic promotions starting in 
the 2024-25 academic year. The 
faculty members’ promotions 
are effective Aug. 12.

Academic tenure is acquired 
on promotion to the rank of 
associate professor. Candidates 
promoted to this level have 
demonstrated a record of 
accomplishment as a faculty 
member and show promise of 
continued professional growth 
and recognition.

Faculty members promoted 
to the rank of professor have 
achieved a significant record 
in learning, discovery and 
engagement.

PNW faculty members 
promoted to the rank of 
professor:

•	 Ricardo A. Calix, professor 
of Computer Information 
Technology

•	 Mohammed Err ihani , 
professor of English

•	 Meden F. Isaac-Lam, 
professor of Chemistry

PNW faculty members 
promoted to the rank of associate 
professor:

•	 Amanda L. Kratovil-
Mailhiot, associate professor 
of Nursing

•	 Julia L. Rogers, associate 
professor of Nursing

Source:	 Purdue University 	
	 Northwest

THIS DAY IN HISTORY MAY 15, 1942 

Legislation creating the Women’s 
Army Corps becomes law

On May 15, 1942, a bill 
establishing a women’s 
corps in the U.S. Army 
becomes law, creating the 
Women’s Auxiliary Army 
Corps (WAACs) and granting 
women official military status.
In May 1941, Representative 
Edith Nourse Rogers of 
Massachusetts, the first 
congresswoman ever from New 
England, introduced legislation 
that would enable women to 
serve in the Army in noncombat 
positions. Rogers was well 
suited for such a task; during her 
husband John J. Rogers’ term as 
congressman, Rogers was active 
as a volunteer for the Red Cross, 
the Women’s Overseas League, 
and military hospitals. Because 
of her work inspecting field 
and base hospitals, President 
Warren G. Harding, in 1922, 
appointed her as his personal 
representative for inspections 
and visits to veterans’ hospitals 
throughout the country. She 
was eventually appointed to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
as chairwoman in the 80th and 
83rd Congresses.
The bill to create a Women’s 
Auxiliary Army Corps would 
not be passed into law for a 
year after it was introduced (the 

bombing of Pearl Harbor was a 
great incentive). But finally, the 
WAACs gained official status 
and salary—but still not all 
the benefits accorded to men. 
Thousands of women enlisted 
in light of this new legislation, 
and in July 1943, the “auxiliary” 
was dropped from the name, 
and the Women’s Army Corps, 
or WACs, received full Army 
benefits in keeping with their 
male counterparts.
The WACs performed a wide 
variety of jobs, “releasing a 
man for combat,” as the Army, 
sensitive to public misgivings 
about women in the military, 
touted. But those jobs ranged 
from clerk to radio operator, 
electrician to air-traffic controller. 
Women served in virtually every 
theater of engagement, from 
North Africa to Asia.
It would take until 1978 before 
the Army would become 
sexually integrated, and women 
participating as merely an 
“auxiliary arm” in the military 
would be history. And it would 
not be until 1980 that 16,000 
women who had joined the 
earlier WAACs would receive 
veterans’ benefits.

Source:	History.com Staff 

Five PNW faculty members were approved for academic promotions 
effective the beginning of the 2024-25 academic year.
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Malott Family Foundation gives $5 million 
to support Red Cross climate crisis work 

Funding will help build 
community resilience in the 
face of more frequent and 
intense disasters 

The American Red Cross 
recognizes the Malott Family 
Foundation for its generous 
donation of $5 million to 
support urgent humanitarian 
needs driven by the worsening 
climate crisis. This crucial 
funding will help the Red Cross 
adapt its disaster response and 
recovery services to better 
support families, as well as 
growing its capacity to help 
frontline communities.

Last year, the U.S. 
experienced an all-time high 
of 28 billion-dollar disasters 
that ravaged communities and 
forced hundreds of thousands 
of people to flee from severe 
storms, floods and wildfires. 
The Red Cross is often one of 
the first on the ground during 
a crisis, providing emergency 
shelter, comfort and financial 
support for those in need, 
especially families who face 
more vulnerabilities during 
disasters. The Red Cross also 
plays a critical role in helping 
communities recover and 
become more resilient.

The Malott Family 
Foundation’s gift will help 
expand the innovative Red 
Cross Community Adaptation 
Program, which is focused on 
strengthening local partner 
networks in disaster-prone 
counties across the country 
where families are already 
struggling with chronic social 
issues. “Our family recognizes 
that the devastating impacts 
of increasing major disasters 
are disproportionately being 
felt by the most vulnerable 

among us,” said Barbara 
Malott Kizziah. “We are 
proud to support the new Red 
Cross Community Adaptation 
Program in empowering 
communities across the 
United States under threat of 
extreme weather.”

“ We ’ r e  p r o f o u n d l y 
grateful for the Malott Family 
Foundation’s overwhelmingly 
generous support of our 
humanitarian work in the face of 
an intensifying climate crisis,” 
said Gail McGovern, president 
and CEO of the American 
Red Cross. “Their remarkable 
donation will enable us to grow 
hyperlocal partnerships in 
disaster-prone areas to ensure 
we continue to be there for 
families and communities in 
their darkest hours.”

The Red Cross launched 
the Community Adaptation 
Program in 2022 and 
currently has field teams in 
15 counties spread across 12 
states. Through the program, 
the Red Cross is forging 
new partnerships with local 
nonprofits that provide 
services related to health, 
hunger and housing with the 
goal of building more resilient 
communities that are better 
equipped to face disasters 
stemming from the climate 
crisis. The climate crisis is 
taking a heavier toll on frontline 
communities — especially 
low-income families, older 
adults, communities of color 
and people with disabilities 
in disaster-prone locations 
— many of which face other 
systemic challenges. The Red 
Cross is dedicated to working 
one-on-one with people to help 
them recover after disasters, 
understanding firsthand 

how struggles with long-
term health conditions, food 
insecurity, and the availability 
of safe and affordable housing 
are worsened by disasters.

“This generous and 
impor t an t  l e ade r sh ip 
investment from the Malott 
family to the Red Cross 
Community Adaptation 
Program will help families 
and whole communities grow 
more resilient in the face of 
escalating major disasters,” 
said Jack Dangermond, CEO 
of Esri, and member of the 
Red Cross Climate Crisis Task 
Force.

As part of an ambitious 
climate crisis plan, the 
Red Cross is also focused 
on increasing climate 
programming through its 
international work, and 
minimizing its impact on the 

planet by slashing emissions, 
cutting waste and lowering 
water usage. To learn more, 
visit redcross.org/climate.

About the American Red 
Cross:

The American Red Cross 
shelters, feeds and provides 
comfort to victims of disasters; 
supplies about 40% of the 
nation’s blood; teaches skills 
that save lives; distributes 
international humanitarian 
aid; and supports veterans, 
military members and their 
families. The Red Cross is a 
nonprofit organization that 
depends on volunteers and the 
generosity of the American 
public to deliver its mission. 
For more information, 
please visit redcross.org or 
CruzRojaAmericana.org, or 
follow us on social media.

Source:	American Red Cross

9 am to 5 pm
Local Tows 

(219) 659-0687
1405 Summer St 

Hammond, Indiana

CENTRAL
ELECTRIC

NEW & REWIRE

ED MARZEC

• LICENSED • BONDED
• INSURED

HAMMOND, IN

(219) 844-5884
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Munster High School’s Scent Seal Wins 
Inaugural Uthiverse StartUp Madness Pitch 

Tournament at Purdue Northwest 

The Society of Innovators at 
Purdue Northwest hosted the 
inaugural Uthiverse StartUp 
Madness Business Pitch 
Tournament at the Purdue 
University Northwest (PNW) 

H a m m o n d 
campus on 
March 30.

S t u d e n t 
teams from 
H a m m o n d 
C e n t r a l , 
Lowell and 
M u n s t e r 
high schools 
pitched their 
b u s i n e s s e s 
f o r  a n 
opportunity 
to win $2,500 
i n  s e e d 
money from 
U t h i v e r s e . 
This seed 
funding can 
be used to 
improve their 
b u s i n e s s 
idea, develop 
a prototype, 
c r ea t e  a 

minimum viable product 
(MVP), implement a marketing 
strategy or fund some other 
activity that helps them launch 
their venture.

“It is always exciting to see 
students participate in events 
like this,” said Ken Patrick 
Barry, a Gary native and co-
founder of Uthiverse. “Some 
of our participants had never 
pitched in front of an audience 
before. They had their first 
taste. That means the next time 
they get to do something like 
this, they’ll be even better.”

Scent Seal, a team from 
Munster High School, was 
named winner of the event. 
Team members include 
Josephine “Fifi” Pirok, Nabeel 
Rabie and Brooke Weatherly. 
Scent Seal aims to “shake up 
the cosmetics and fragrance 
industry.” The company’s 
unique applicator prevents 
fragrances such as perfumes 
and body sprays from fading 
by “sealing your scents.”

“It means everything for 
us to win,” said Rabie, one 
of the co-founders of Scent 
Seal. “We’re seeing all of our 
hard work come to fruition. 
This gives us a push to 
keep going and we’re really 
excited about the next steps 
for our business.”

“Our whole team is 
passionate about this business 
so it’s really good to be seen 
and heard,” said Pirok. “We 
feel like we can actually make 
a difference in an industry 
that’s so vast.”

Faith Spencer, CEO of 
IronWorkz Corporation, 
served as one of the judges 
for the event. “This was 
really impressive,” she 
said. “Providing a space for 

students who don’t advance 
in other pitch competitions is 
important. It gives even more 
local students that opportunity 
to present in front of a group 
of judges.”

U t h i v e r s e  S t a r t U p 
Madness is an innovative, 
pitch competition designed 
to give high school students 
participating in a diversity of 
entrepreneurship programs 
an opportunity to win seed 
money. 

The Society of Innovators at 
Purdue Northwest

The Society of Innovators 
at Purdue Northwest (PNW) 
aims to contribute to economic 
and community development 
throughout the region as the 
champion of innovation in 
Northwest Indiana. For more 
information about the Society 
of Innovators, visit www.pnw.
edu/soi.

The Uthiverse

Founded by husband-and-
wife team Ken Patrick and 
Nicole Barry, The Uthiverse 
provides space for young people 
to explore infinite opportunities 
as the prepare to transition 
into adulthood. Five key 
priorities for the organization 
include: Teen Mental Health, 
College and Career Readiness, 
Workforce Development, 
En t r ep reneu r sh ip  and 
Innovation, and Transition 
to Adulthood. For more 
information about The 
Uthiverse, visit www.uthiverse.
com

Source: The Society of 
Innovators at Purdue Northwest

A team of Munster High School students took first place in the 2024 
Uthiverse StartUp Madness Business Pitch Tournament hosted at Purdue 
University Northwest. Pictured from left to right: Uthiverse co-founder 

Nicole Barry, Munster High School students Nabeel Rabie and Josephine 
“Fifi” Pirok and Uthiverse co-founder Ken Barry.

 
Is your computer running slow?

No Internet service?

Error message?

We can help!
•	� Virus removal special $75.00

•	� Software installation

•	� Repairs on all makes and models

•	 �Memory upgrades on PC starting at $49.95
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SEEKING 
INFORMATION 

ASSAULT ON FEDERAL OFFICERS AND VIOLENCE
AT THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
JANUARY 6, 2021 

DETAILS
The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Washington Field Office is seeking the public’s assistance in identifying individuals 
who made unlawful entry into the United States Capitol Building and assaulted federal law enforcement personnel on January 
6, 2021, in Washington, D.C.
Anyone with information regarding these individuals, or anyone who witnessed any unlawful violent actions at the Capitol or 
near the area, is asked to contact the FBI’s Toll-Free Tipline at 1-800-CALL-FBI (1-800-225-5324) to verbally report tips. You 
may also submit any information, photos, or videos that could be relevant online at fbi.gov/USCapitol. You may also contact 
your local FBI office or the nearest American Embassy or Consulate.
When calling to provide a tip on one of these individuals, please reference the above photo number, including the AFO.
Field Office: Washington D.C.

www.fbi.gov
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