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Apartment Rentals
Douglas Pointe Apartments
5525 Hyles Ave.
Hammond, IN 
219.931.0771

Automotive - Services
Air One Service Center
1831 Indianapolis Boulevard
Whiting, Indiana
219.659.TOWS

Body Shops
State Auto Body
1243 Summer St.
Hammond, IN
219.931.0721

Bus Services

North Township Dial A Ride
Free Dial-A-Ride Bus Service
219.932.2530 & Press 4

Business Organization
The Downtown Hammond Council
Karen M. Maravilla, President
219.512.4298
(Calls accepted 9 am - 7 pm Monday 
thru Saturday)
www.downtownhammond.org
info@downtownhammond.org
Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce
5246 Hohman Avenue, Suite 100
Hammond, IN 46320
219.931.1000
Whiting/Robertsdale  
Chamber of Commerce
119th St
Whiting, IN
219.659.0292

Computer Service

Jam Computer Service
Software & PC Services
219.931.6700

Democratic Organizations
Hammond Democratic Committee
Chairman Dave Woerpel 
7440 Olcott Avenue,
Hammond, IN 46324 
219.808.9743
Hessville Central Democratic Club
3031 Mahoney Drive 
Hammond, IN
219.545.1942

Electrician
Central Electric
Ed Marzec
New & Rewire
Licensed, Bonded, & Insured
219.844.5884
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY CR 

Publications

500 Flyers (b/w)

$18.00

(219) 931-6700 
newsdesk@crpubnwi.com

Florist
Dixon Florist
Serving all of Hammond
919 Ridge Rd.
Munster, IN
219.836.1668

Funeral & Cremation
Amber Care Cremation Society
Serving NW Indiana
$895 Complete Direct Cremation
219.407.7506
ambercremation.com

Funeral - Services 
Smith, Bizzell & Warner
4209 Grant Street
Gary, In 46408
219.887.1852
smithbizzellwarnerfuneralhome.com

Government
Hammond City Clerks Office
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN
219.853.6346
www.am legal.com/hammond_in/
Hammond Park Foundation 
3031 Mahoney Dr.
Hammond, IN 463223
219.853.6378
Hammond Development  
Corporation
5246 Hohman Ave.
Hammond, IN
219.853.6399
Hammond Department of  
Planning & Development
5925 Calumet Avenue
Hammond, IN
219.853.6371
Hammond Mayor’s Office
5925 Calumet Avenue
Hammond, IN 46320
219.853.6301
Hammond Port Authority 
701 Casino Center D. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
219.659.7678

Insurance - Services

Ron J. Prestamer Agency, Inc.
7207 Indianapolis Blvd.
Hammond, IN 46324
219.844.0103
ronjprestamer@gmail.com
www.prestamerinsurance.com

Towing

Alamo Auto Service
Towing & Auto Repair
6923 Hohman Ave.
Hammond, IN
219.932.8909
Herrera Towing Inc.
1831 Indianapolis Blvd.
Whiting, Indiana
219.659.8697
McCoy & Sons Towing
1405 Summer St
Hammond, IN
219.659.0687
State Auto Body
1243 Summer St.
Hammond, IN
219.931.0721

7235  Indianapolis Blvd  •  Hammond, IN
(219) 845-7090

Buy a Hamburger, Large Fries, & a Drink

Get One Hamburger FREE
Only Valid at this Location

Please present this coupon, not valid with any other offers

10% Senior Discount

Restaurants

Schoop’s
7235 Indianapolis Blvd.
Hammond, IN
219.845.7090

New Hours of Operation • Monday-Friday 7:00am to 5:00pm 

New & Improved 
Rides Originated in North Township

Expanded to Lake County 

Contact the NORTH TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE’S 
Dial-A-Ride Program 

(219) 932-2530 and press #4
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Purdue Northwest continues 26-year 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day tradition  

with first virtual program

H A M M O N D  a n d 
WESTVILLE, Ind. — Purdue 
University Northwest (PNW) 
invites the Northwest Indiana 
community to celebrate 
diversity and inclusion 
through the life and legacy 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. by 
participating in a virtual event 
from 8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. 
on Monday, Jan. 18. Karen 
Bishop Morris, associate 
professor of English at PNW, 
will deliver the keynote 
presentation during this event. 

The event is free and open 
to the community. To view this 
virtual program visit YouTube.
com/PurdueNorthwest.

“The MLK Committee, 
comprised of 10 community 
members, collaborate to plan 
and implement this annual 
event to reflect on Dr. King’s 
mission and vision,” said Laura 
Odom, associate director 
of PNW’s Office of Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion.

Sondra Craig, MLK 
committee co-chair reflected, 
“The event also serves as a call 
to action of working together 
for building harmony as we 
endeavor to fulfill Dr. King’s 
dream. This year we had to 
pivot due to the pandemic, 

and we are proud to offer this 
virtual program to the entire 
community.”

Speakers
Karen Bishop Morris, 

an associate professor of 
English at Purdue University 
Northwest, has served in 
numerous roles including 
interim dean of the Honors 
College; chair, department of 
English; director of First-Year 
Writing; and director of the 
University Writing Center. 

Morris earned her Ph.D. 
in English/Rhetoric and 
Composition from Purdue 
University. She has served as 
a board member or fundraising 
strategist for many national and 
local nonprofit organizations. 
These include Girls Write Now 
(vice chair - New York), The 
Multiple Myeloma Research 
Foundation (strategic alliances 
– Midwest Region), Careers 
through Culinary Arts Program 
(executive director – Chicago), 
and Share Foundation with 
the Handicapped (director of 
development – Rolling Prairie). 

Morris focuses her 
academic energy on building 
innova t ive  p rograms , 
implementing high impact 

practices for first-generation 
students, and strengthening 
connections between higher 
education and its various 
stakeholders. She has been 
recognized for her influence 
around issues of engagement, 
inclusion, and philanthropy, 
and is a frequently invited 
speaker. Her current service 
includes membership on the 
2020-21 Purdue Equity Task 
Force, St. Catherine Hospital 
board, Laini Fluellen Charities 
Pink Tie Committee, and as 
a reviewer for the Susan G. 
Komen Foundation – Chicago.

Other program highlights 
include: Wendel McCollum, 
associate superintendent of 
Michigan City Area Schools, 
will serve as emcee. Thomas 
L. Keon, Chancellor of 
Purdue Northwest, will share 
opening remarks. Vanessa 
Allen-McCloud, president and 
CEO of the Urban league of 
Northwest Indiana, will be the 
vocalist. 

In lieu of donations of 
needed items collected at the 
in-person events held on the 
PNW campuses in previous 
years, the planning committee 
kindly suggests making 

a donation to a charity or 
organization of your choice.

Event Sponsors
Premier sponsors include: 

Horizon Bank; NIPSCO; 
N i S o u r c e  C h a r i t a b l e 
F o u n d a t i o n ;  P u r d u e 
University Northwest Creating 
a Culture of Inclusion Team. 
Gold sponsors include: 
Michigan City Human Rights 
Commission; Michigan 
City La Porte Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. Silver 
sponsors include: 1st Source 
Bank; Sinai Temple; Unity 
Foundation of La Porte County. 
Bronze sponsors include: 
La Porte County Herald-
Dispatch; La Porte County 
NAACP; Life Changes, LLC; 
Michigan City Commission 
on the Social Status of African 
American Males.

For more information, visit 
www.pnw.edu/mlk-celebration. 
To request a disability-related 
accommodation for this event 
contact Laura Odom, associate 
director of the Office of Equity, 
Diversity & Inclusion, at 
odoml@pnw.edu.

Source: Purdue Northwest 
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Call for 
Sponsorship Info

(219) 789-0077

Fri    9 am - 10 am
(219) 845-1100 

Live Call In
1230 AM & 104.7 FM

Ernie Dillon

Douglas Pointe
Apartments

1 Bedroom - $840
2 Bedroom - $940
2 BR- (Tax Cred.) - $898
3 Bedroom - $1,075
5525 Hyles Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320

(219) 931-0771

Karen Bishop Morris
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Abundant Life Community Church
6808 Missouri Ave., Hammond, IN
Pastor  Dr. Michael White
(219) 845-0954
Sunday School          10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship     11 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship        6 p.m.
Wed. Evening Bible Study     7 p.m.
www.alcccogop.org

An Open Door Church
7105 Hohman Ave., Hammond, IN
Drs. Meredith & Marilyn Shackelford
(219) 803-0045
Sunday        10:00 a.m.
Wednesday   7:00 p.m.
www.anopendoorchurch.org

Bethel Congregational C.O.G.I.C.
815 Michigan St., Hammond, IN
Deacon Lester Stokes
(219) 931-1301
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday        10:30 a.m.
Friday          7:30 p.m.

Black Oak Church of Christ
2844 Stevenson St., Gary, IN
Pastor Steve Martinez 
(219) 844-1789
Sunday        10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 - 10:15
Monday         
Bible Study 7:00 - 8:00

Greater Works Outreach Prayer and 
Deliverance Ministry
7320 Northcote, Hammond, IN
Apostle Jose Ruiz (219) 852-0677
Sunday       11:30 a.m.
www.greaterwksmin.com

Hammond Christian  
Reformed Church
1910 167th St, Hammond, IN
Pastor Donald Jabaay
(219) 844-3331
Sunday School  9:50 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.
Coffee Break Tuesday  9:00 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
www.hammondcrc.org

Hyde Park United Methodist Church
6348 Harrison Ave., Hammond, IN
Preacher Darryl Dorton
(219) 932-0613 
Sunday  12:30 p.m.
Thursday Thrift shop  9:00 a.m. - Noon
Last Saturday of the month 
Free Pancake breakfast 9-11 am

Mt. Zion Baptist Church
1047 Kenwood St., Hammond, IN
Reverend William R. Collins
(219) 931-4337
Sunday        11:00 am
Wednesday  Bible Study   6:30 pm
Wednesday Prayer             6:00 pm

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
1117 Merrill St., Hammond, IN
Reverend Herman A. Polk, Sr.
(219) 932-5955
Sunday  10:30 a.m.
Sunday School    9:00 am
Wednesday  8:30 am, 1:30 & 7:00 pm

New Salem MissionaryBaptist Church
833 Conkey St., Hammond, IN
Pastor Wayne Hudson
(219) 932-0999
Sunday  11:00 a.m.
Wednesday    7:00 p.m.

New Zion Temple Church
926 Morris Street, Hammond, IN
Bishop Brandon A. Jacobs
(219) 931-ZION (9466) 
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning  
Worship  11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer   6:30 p.m. 
Wed Bible Study      7:00 p.m.
www.newziontemple.org

Testimony C.O.G.I.C. of Hammond
1022 Cleveland St, Hammond, IN
Elder Patrick Williams
(219) 937-4676
Sunday School  10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11:30 a.m.
Friday    7:30 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church
7227 Hohman Ave, Hammond, IN
(219) 932-4660
Sunday Worship  9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School  10:30 a.m.
On FACEBOOK 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
www.trinityhammond.com

 
“We come 
to church 

not to 
hide our 
problems 

but to heal 
them.”

~ Dieter F. Uchtdorf

4

Church Directory

Church Directory Listing
$8.00 per/issue
(minimum 4 issues)

(219) 931-6700   newsdesk@crpubnwi.com
*information submitted subject to editing for clarity and space allotted

XXX
XXX

Source: XXX
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Lakeshore Public Media Nominated for Two 
National Public Media Awards for Community 

Engagement and Arts Programming 
The National Educational 

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Assoc i a t i on  r ecen t l y 
announced its finalists for their 
52nd Annual Public Media 
Awards today, and Lakeshore 
Public Media was nominated 
in two categories.

The NETA Public Media 
Awards honor members’ work 
in education, community 
engagement,  marketing/
communications and content.  
Lakeshore Public Media is a 
finalist for its live community 
conversation about race 
following local protests after the 
George Floyd shooting, and for 
a locally produced feature on a 
neighborhood art gallery.

“We are thrilled that our work 
- showcasing some of the great 
stories to come out of Northwest 
Indiana and Chicago - has been 
nominated for these prestigious 
national awards,” said James A. 
Muhammad, President and CEO 
of Lakeshore Public Media.  

With the exception of the 
overall excellence categories, 
stations compete within their 
appropriate divisions based 
on their station size. Awards 
will be judged by a group of 
expert panelists from within the 
public media system, as well as 
industry professionals working 
outside of public media. 

The NETA Community 
Initiative Award is given to a 
station that brings attention 
to a specific critical issue 
which results in enhanced 
capacity to address the issue 
within the defined community.  
Lakeshore Public Media was 
nominated for its Race and 
Justice: Here and Now effort, 

a live conversation with 
community leaders, political 
figures and law enforcement 
that took place within a week 
surrounding the death of 
George Floyd in Minnesota.

“Our goal was to have a 
dialogue with the community 
and with government officials 
and law enforcement in a safe 
environment,” Muhammad 
stated. “It was an opportunity 
to engage in conversations that 
strive to improve understanding 
in order to move Northwest 
Indiana forward collectively.”

Lakeshore Public Media 
was also nominated in the Arts/
Entertainment Content category 
for a segment of its Eye on the 
Arts program that spotlighted 
the Paul Henry’s Art Gallery in 
Hammond, and long-time art 
center challenged during the 
Coronavirus pandemic.

Eye on the Arts is a half 
hour program that showcases 
a diverse range of local artists, 
artistic organizations, events 
and stories, demonstrating the 
power of arts in people’s lives, 
and how art and culture improve 
the quality of lives for residents 
throughout Northwest Indiana 
and Chicagoland.   Eye on the 
Arts airs Wednesday at 7pm on 
Lakeshore PBS, and episodes 
can also be found online at 
lakeshorepbs.org/EOA.

This year saw a record 
number of entries from stations 
across the country as new 
categories were introduced 
recognizing excellence in 
podcasts and digital media 
use as well as awards in each 
category specific to the handling 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“To be nominated against 
stations from all across the 
county validates our efforts and 
our long running commitment to 
serve our audience with quality 
storytelling,” Muhammad 
stated. “We are so incredibly 
proud of our team and the work 
they do every day.” 

Winners will be announced 
at the 52nd Public Media 
Awards ceremony that will 
take place during the 2021 
NETA Conference and CPB 
Thought Leader Forum being 
held virtually from January 
25 – 28, 2021.

Lakeshore Public Media 
is a community-license 
public media organization 
that is the Northwest Indiana 
member of the Indiana Public 
Broadcasting Stations, serving 
Indiana’s second largest urban 
area through their Lakeshore 
PBS and Lakeshore Public 
Radio service.

Lakeshore PBS broadcasts 
its main channel over the air 
on 56, on Comcast 
on 17 or 21 (HD 
Channel 239), on 
Dish Network HD 
Channel 6320, AT&T 
U-verse HD Channel 
1056 and DirecTV 
on 56, and online at 
lakeshorepbs.org.  
Lakeshore Public 
Radio can be heard 
on 89.1 FM and 
streaming online at 
lakeshorepublicradio.
org.  

Source: Lakeshore
 Public 
 Media
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The Sub Hub
Daily Special

2 for $6.00
Ham & Cheese

All Day
For Faster Service Call Ahead

(219) 230-7737
5800 Hohman Ave.

Hammond, IN

CENTRAL
ELECTRIC

NEW & REWIRE

ED MARZEC

• LICENSED • BONDED
• INSURED

HAMMOND, IN

(219) 844-5884
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WE HAVE THE  
SHIRTS YOU WANT!

$9.50 S-XL
$11.50 2X and 3X

to order call 219-931-6700

Herrera
Towing & Service

1831 Indianapolis Blvd.
Whiting, IN 46394

219-659-TOWS (8697)

Use this ad for $10. off

Now Serving Hammond and 
NWI’s Trophy & Award Needs

...And the  
Winner Is... YOU!

(219) 931-6700     newsdesk@crpubnwi.com
7103 ½ Kennedy Ave, Hammond, IN

Food Markets with Heart – Strack & Van Til Donates 
$15K in Gift Cards to The Salvation Army Lake County

Lake County, Ind. – Strack 
& Van Til is partnering with 
The Salvation Army of Lake 
County to make sure families can 
purchase groceries this holiday 
season. Recently, Jeff Strack 
and David Wilkinson, CEO and 
COO of Strack & Van Til Food 
Markets respectively, presented 

Captain Brian 
Clark, Coordinator 
for The Salvation 
Army Lake County, 
with 600 Strack 
& Van Til gift 
cards worth a total 
value of $15,000. 
The gift cards 
will be provided 
to families served 
through three 
Salvation Army 

Community Centers in Gary, 
East Chicago, and Munster to 
obtain nutritious and delicious 
food for their holiday meals.  

Throughout its long history, 
The Salvation Army has received 
daily calls for emergency help 
to avoid homelessness, utility 
shut offs, and hunger. But when 

COVID-19 hit, the requests for 
all kinds of humanitarian and 
social services aid multiplied 
substantially. 

“We are still working day-in 
and day-out not knowing what 
hardships the next day will bring. 
It is most difficult to prepare 
for the unknown,” said Captain 
Clark. “No one alive today 
has experienced a worldwide 
pandemic such as COVID-19. 
My prayer is that there won’t be 
another as devastating.”

Many of the families living 
in Lake County, Indiana, who 
are now seeking help have never 
had to ask for help before now. 
Food is by far the greatest need 
for families and individuals 
struggling through the pandemic. 

“Lake County has seen 
more than a 500% increase 
in the requests for emergency 
food assistance,” said Captain 
Clark. “By providing help with 
obtaining food, many people can 
use money they’ve saved to pay 
their rent and utilities, preventing 
them from becoming homeless.”

Businesses, civic groups, 
or churches looking to help 
can donate to The Salvation 
Army Lake County at www.
SalArmyLakeCounty.org, or 
by contacting Kevin Feldman, 
Director of Development, 
at 219.838.1328 or Kevin.
Feldman@usc.SalvationArmy.
org.

Source: The Salvation Army
  of Lake County  

From Left to right Jef Strack, Captain Clark,
 Lt. Bowyer, Dave Wilkinson
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100-year-old alumna offers Christmas message 
to those in Bishop Noll community

HAMMOND |  As Bishop Noll 
alumni around the world prepare 
to celebrate the birth of Christ, 
they will reflect on the lessons of 
their Catholic faith and pray for 
a brighter new year for all. One 
alumna, believed to be Bishop 
Noll’s oldest living alum as she 
approaches her 101st birthday, 
continues to show that faith daily 
at her residence in Mesa, Ariz.

Lillian Schreiner Radigan, 
a 1938 graduate of Catholic 
Central High School, was the 
ninth of 11 siblings to attend 
Catholic Central, now known as 
Bishop Noll Institute.

In fact, the Schreiners have 
been part of the Bishop Noll 
legacy since Day One.

On Catholic Central’s first 
day of class on Sept. 16, 1921, 
George Schreiner, Lillian’s oldest 
brother, was in attendance. Her 
parents, John L.and Henrietta 
Schreiner, continued sending 
children to the school for three 
decades, until the 11th, Carol, 
graduated in 1950. A number 
of the 11 siblings also sent their 
children to Bishop Noll, and 
next-generation descendants 
attended Noll until 1990.

During Lillian’s time at 
Catholic Central, she met 
her future husband, James F. 
Radigan Sr., and made lifelong 
best friends, she said. She 
enjoyed her time at the school 
and is thankful for its positive 
impact on her family.

Although she is currently 
unable to have visitors due to 
safety measures brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Lillian 
is thankful to be able to spend 
time with friends who live in the 
same building. She also keeps in 
touch with her family by phone 
and has even FaceTimed with 
her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

As the Christmas season 
neared, Lillian said she was 
happy to share a Christmas 
message with her fellow alumni. 
She wished to tell them to keep 
their faith.

“I was very into praying the 
rosary since I was very little and 
my mother was too, so I would 
say pray the rosary,” she said. 
“It’s a weapon that will carry 
you through any bad time in 
your life. It’s marvelous. And 
have hope, even in the dilemma 
we are in today with the whole 
world in such a mess. You 
cannot give up hope. There’s 

always hope and, one day, I’m 
still waiting for the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary to triumph.”

Lillian, who prays the rosary 
every morning and night, said it’s 
a great comfort to her, as is her 
faith, instilled to her through her 
family and the Catholic education 
she received. 

As Bishop Noll continues to 
celebrate its 100th school year, 
families like the Schrieners, 
with their longstanding history 
in the school, make it especially 
momentous. 

“I think it’s wonderful,” 
Lillian said of the school’s 
100th. “I just celebrated mine last 
January, and it was wonderful. I 
enjoyed my years at Catholic 
Central, and it set me along my 
path. I think if you have a good 
foundation, you can weather 
any storm. It doesn’t make any 
difference what the problem is 
but it’s always solvable with a 
good foundation.”.

Source: Bishop Noll   

 Lillian Schreiner Radigan, a 1938 graduate of Catholic Central High School, is shown on her 
99th birthday in January 2019. She is believed to be Bishop Noll’s oldest living graduate.

Lillian Schreiner Radigan, circled, is a 1938 graduate of Catholic Central High School. She 
and 10 siblings all attended Catholic Central. In this 1946 Schreiner family photo, 25 of the 

38 people photographed attended Catholic Central/Bishop Noll High School. Additional Noll 
grads were born or married into the family after the photo was taken. The Schreiner family is an 

important part of the school’s history as it celebrates its 100th year.

Bishop Noll Lillian Sophomore   Lillian 
Schreiner Radigan is shown in a photograph 
taken during her sophomore year at Catholic 
Central High School, now known as Bishop 
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Two PNW professors 
named Scholarship 

of Engagement 
Fellows 

Two Purdue University 
N o r t h w e s t  ( P N W ) 
faculty members have 
been recognized for their 
Northwest Indiana community 
partnerships through selection 
as Scholarship of Engagement 
Fellows for the 2020-2021 
academic year.

Jodi Allen, assistant 
professor and Family 
Nursing Practitioner Program 
coordinator in the College of 
Nursing, and Shontrai Irving, 
clinical associate professor of 
business law in the College 
of Business, were among 
14 faculty members chosen 
to participate in this year’s 
program from across the 
Purdue system.

“I am proud to support 
the community outreach 
and engaged scholarship of 
our colleagues, Dr. Allen 
and Professor Irving,” 
states Kenneth C. Holford, 
provost and vice chancellor 
for Academic Affairs at 
Purdue Northwest. “Their 
projects highlight the level of 
engagement and community 
impact for which Purdue 
Northwest faculty members 
have come to be known.”

Allen, a working nurse 
practitioner, has partnered with 
Sojourner Truth House in Gary 
to focus on women who often 
fall through the cracks once 
they are housed. “I’m looking 
to create more touchpoints 
for these women,” explains 
Allen. “By establishing 
regular check-ins, I can make 
sure they are keeping up on 

their health appointments, 
medications and determine 
what barriers they face.” She 
suspects transportation may 
be the biggest factor in their 
inability to keep doctor’s 
appointments and will use her 
fellowship award to purchase 
bus passes.

Irving, a practicing attorney, 
has partnered with the Lake 
County Bar Association and the 
Kimbrough Bar Association to 
create a mentorship program 
for PNW students. “Mentors 
have always made a huge 
difference in my professional 
life,” states Irving, “and I want 
to provide my students with 
that same experience.”

Matching students with 
legal professionals as mentors 
serves a dual purpose, 
according to Irving. While 
students will benefit from 
having an advocate from 
which to seek practical 
advice, encouragement and 
support, the mentors will gain 
a new perspective and a sense 
of fulfillment and personal 
growth.

Fellows were selected based 
on their proposed project, 
assessments and anticipated 
impact and will work with 
a panel of senior faculty 
mentors to develop goals, 
document and evaluate their 
project’s impact and complete 
a scholarly work.

Source: Purdue University   
 Northwest  

9 am to 5 pm
Local Tows 

$50.00

(219) 659-0687
1405 Summer St 

Hammond, Indiana

NIRPC to hold public 
comment period  

NIRPC to hold public 
comment period on the 
draft changes to 2020-2024 
Transportation Improvement 
Program

The Northwestern Indiana 
Regional Planning Commission 
(NIRPC) will hold a 21-day 
public comment period on the 
draft changes to the 2020-2024 
Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP). The comment 
period begins today and will 
end January 8, 2021. 

NIRPC’s TIP is a short-
range financial and spending 
plan for the utilization of 
federal transportation funding. 
These funds can be used for 
highway, transit, and non-
motorized transportation 
projects. NIRPC’s TIP is 
periodically updated and 
includes projects undertaken 
by municipalities, counties, 
transit operators, and the 
State of Indiana. Federal 
planning regulations guide the 
preparation and development 
of TIP documents.

Comments may be 
submitted until January 8, 
2021 in the following ways: 

Email: nirpc@nirpc.org 
Phone: 219-763-6060
United States Postal Service: 
NIRPC, 6100 Southport Road, 
Portage, IN 46368

All comments received 
during the 21-day public 
comment period will be 
compiled into a public 
comment report and responded 
to. This report will be made 
available to the public and 
distributed to the relevant 
NIRPC committees prior to 
any action on these items. It 
is anticipated that action will 
be taken at the January 12, 

2021 meeting of the Technical 
P lann ing  Commi t t ee , 
followed by the January 21, 
2021 meeting of the NIRPC 
Commission.

Documents and information 
will be available for review 
at NIRPC’s website at www.
nirpc.org. Requests for 
alternative formats may be 
directed to NIRPC by calling 
219-763-6060, or by email at 
nirpc@nirpc.org. TTY users 
may use the Relay Indiana 
service by calling 711 or 800-
743-3333. 

NIRPC is the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization and 
regional council of local 
governments for Northwest 
Indiana. NIRPC’s purpose, as 
put forth in Indiana state statute, 
is to “provide a coordinative 
management process for 
Lake, Porter, and LaPorte 
Counties and to institute and 
maintain a comprehensive 
planning and programming 
process for transportation, 
economic development, and 
environmental policy.

Source: Northwestern Indiana 
Regional Planning Commission   
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Boys & Girls Clubs Welcomes 
Kelly Nissan as New Vice President of 

Social Responsibility & Impact 

Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Greater Northwest Indiana 
welcomed Kelly Nissan 
as the organization’s first 
Vice President of Social 
Responsibility & Impact. 
This position oversees a 
newly established department 
that addresses a breadth of 
issues including the pursuit 
of a social enterprise, 
organizational impact and 
teen workforce development. 
Nissan will also work closely 
with the organization’s 
new Inclusion, Diversity, 
Equality and Action (IDEA) 
committee, which was 
created in response to the 
racial and social justice 
movements happening across 
the country.

Boys & Girls Clubs’ 
president and CEO Ryan 
Smiley said Nissan’s 
extensive experience and 
skillset made her the perfect 
candidate to fill such a 
critical role. 

“After an extensive search 
for the right person, Kelly 
rose to the top as the obvious 
choice,” Smiley said. “Kelly’s 
history and knowledge of 
our local market, along 
with her relationships 
with community leaders, 
businesses and non-profit 
organizations will enable her 
to hit the ground running.”

Nissan comes to Boys 
& Girls Clubs from 
ArcelorMittal USA, where 
she helped shape the 
company’s communications 
and corporate responsibility 
strategy and built strategic 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h 
stakeholders across multiple 
sectors. In her role, Nissan 
developed expertise in 
Environmental, Social and 
Corporate Governance 
and sustainability strategy, 
communications and grant 
making, as well as aligning 
company goals with best 
practices centered on social 
responsibility. 

“I can’t imagine a better fit 
for me. I’m lucky to be joining 
a group of passionate people 
who’ve built an amazing 
reputation since the Lake and 
Porter County Clubs merged,” 
Nissan said. “I’m eager to 
help grow the momentum 
and begin the work of solving 
the economic and social 
challenges we face.”

At Boys & Girls Clubs, 
Nissan will play a pivotal 
role as the organization 
looks to expand the scope 

of its services, transform 
its traditional non-profit 
business model and diversify 
revenue in support of 
innovative programming 
while increasing its impact 
across the region.

“The non-profit landscape 
is changing and we want to 
remain ahead of the curve. 
Our long term strategic plan 
has some lofty goals, and we 
needed another executive 
staff member to lead some 
of these initiatives,” Smiley 
said. “We have an opportunity 
and an obligation to our kids, 
families and communities 
we serve to be a leader in 
transforming the social and 
racial injustices that exist in 
Northwest Indiana.”

Nissan holds a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from 
Purdue University and serves 
on several private sector 
committees. 
About Boys & Girls Clubs 

of Greater Northwest 
Indiana:

Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Greater Northwest Indiana 
has been opening doors 

to GREAT FUTURES for 
Porter and Lake County 
youth for over 60 years. 
Clubs are open after school 
and provide great places 
for youth in grades K-12 to 
meet friends and have fun 
while in a safe, supervised 
environment. Clubs are open 
during holidays and in the 
summer. Annual membership 
is only $40.00. For 
information on membership, 
volunteer opportunities, or 
to make a tax-deductible 
donation, please contact 
your local Club by calling 
(219) 764-2582 or visiting 
bgcgreaternwi.org. Great 
Futures Start HERE.

Source: Boys & Girls Clubs 
 of Greater Northwest 
 Indiana
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Kelly Nissan, Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater 
Northwest Indiana’s new Vice President of 

Social Responsibility & Impact

State Auto Body & Towing
We buy and tow scrap cars. 

Avoid Costly Fines!

Call (219) 931-0721
1243 Summer Street, Hammond, Indiana 46320

“Over 50 Years if Quality Service”

Office Space 
Downtown Hammond:

Office Space, Shared Office 
Space, and Artistic Lofts 
for rent. Utilities & Internet 
Included. Additional services 
fee based.

(219) 853-6399 x 107
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Bishop Noll Institute board members,
alumni spread Christmas cheer to staff

Bishop Noll Institute’s faculty 
and staff recently received a 
special Christmas gift as a thank 
you for persevering through an 
unprecedented school year. As 
teachers finished giving students 
their finals and staff prepared the 
building for Christmas break, 
they received a surprise gift of 
a take-home Christmas dinner 
for their families. The gifts came 
to fruition at the suggestion of 
Bishop Noll Principal Lorenza 
Jara Pastrick and through the 
generosity of members of the 
Bishop Noll School Board and 
alumni from the classes of 1963, 
1970 and 1995.

During the November Bishop 
Noll board meeting, led by 
Chairperson Jeff Cipowski, 
Pastrick shared the challenges her 
staff has faced this year. Bishop 
Noll administrators and staff 
devoted their summer months to 
creating a customized re-entry 
plan for the fall semester. Staff 
worked throughout the summer to 
adjust the existing facility to meet 
safety guidelines outlined by the 
Lake County Health Department 
and the CDC. Creative protocols 
were established to minimize 
exposure to the COVID-19 
virus while maximizing in-class 
learning. Procedures to ensure 
social distancing, creation of 

student pods, focus on scheduling, 
traffic control, routine classroom 
and facility cleaning were just a 
few of items implemented under 
the direction of Pastrick, Assistant 
Principal Jaime Cavazos and their 
team.

Thanks to these measures, 
Noll experienced a low infection 
rate among its student body this 
semester, resulting in minimal 
interruptions to in-person learning 
at the college prep, co-educational 
high school in Hammond. 

“I told the board how hard all 
the staff was working to open the 
school for in-person learning and 
then continue to maintain that 
safe educational environment,” 
Pastrick said. “I shared the 
challenges of daily instruction for 
our teachers, and we discussed 
the energy they were exerting for 
a successful school year. I told 
them about my role in keeping 
morale high this year and its 
challenges.” 

Board member Dave Skibinki, 
a Bishop Noll alum who lives near 
Los Angeles, said he marveled 
at the commitment, creativity 
and innovation from each 
administrator as they presented 
their reports. He compelled the 
board to find a way to help, and 
suggested creating the BNI Staff 
Support Fund.

Skibinski said he wanted to 
encourage the staff to keep up the 
good work.

“My late wife, Annie Johnston, 
was an educator for over 20 years. 
When she died, I was amazed at 
the outpouring of good will and 
stories from her former students. 
The impact BNI is having on its 
students is tremendous and not 
always immediately evident.”

Bishop Noll is currently 
celebrating its 100th school year 
and has been delivering a terrific 
education for 100 years, Skibinski 
said. “That tradition of providing 
a great environment to grow and 
prosper continues to flourish. I 
am fortunate to hear the stories 
during our board reports and hear 
the amazing efforts that everyone 
at Bishop Noll is making to 
continue our tradition. Those 
of us who have benefited from 
our Bishop Noll education can 

play a role in supporting today’s 
students.” 

Bishop Noll President Paul 
Mullaney said the focus on 
students has long been a hallmark 
of the BNI faculty and staff.

“Everybody on our team has 
had to pivot this year in the way we 
perform our jobs,” Mullaney said. 
“But what hasn’t changed over 100 
years is the commitment our BNI 
Family has to fulfill our mission 
of enhancing the formation of our 
young men and women in mind, 
body and soul at Noll.

“We are proud of our team, 
and proud that education was 
not canceled at Bishop Noll. The 
faith, strength and perseverance 
shown by everyone this year will 
be remembered as we head into 
our second century of educational 
excellence.”

Source: Bishop Noll 

Bishop Noll Principal Lorenza Jara Pastrick, left, 
gives a ham dinner to Bishop Noll Band Director Rocco Carioto
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All information was obtained from the The Lake County Sheriff’s Department website. CR Publications is not liable for any misinformation.

Anyone with information concerning this subject please contact: Lake County, Indiana, Sheriff’s Department Warrant Division 
(219) 755-3284   (219) 755-3057   (219) 755-3311Report A Crime HOT LINE  (800) 750-2746

All persons depicted in this publication are presumed to be innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. At the time of printing, all persons pictured are 
being sought by local law enforcement agencies for outstanding warrants or as a suspect in a crime for identification purposes. Do not attempt under 
any circumstance to apprehend any persons depicted in this publication. All persons may be considered armed and dangerous by law enforcement.

Name:  ........................... BECICH, ALEXANDRA ANN
Alias:
Sex ..................................  Female
Race................................  
Height ............................  5’8”
Weight ...........................  145 Pounds
Eyes ................................  Hazel
Hair .................................  Brown
Marks/Scars/Tattoos ..
Wanted For:  ................. ARMED ROBBERY

Date of Birth .................  2/27/1981

Name:  ........................... JOHNSON, DEQUAN STEPHON
Alias:
Sex ..................................  Male
Race................................  
Height ............................  5’10”
Weight ...........................  156 Pounds
Eyes ................................  Brown
Hair .................................  Black
Marks/Scars/Tattoos ..
Wanted For:  ................. ARMED ROBBERY

Date of Birth .................  12/21/2000

Name:  ........................... JACKSON, FREDDERICK
Alias:
Sex ..................................  Male
Race................................  
Height ............................ 5’7”
Weight ...........................  314 Pounds
Eyes ................................  Brown
Hair .................................  Black
Marks/Scars/Tattoos ..
Wanted For:  ................. DEALING COCAINE

Date of Birth .................  11/8/1983

Name:  ........................... WIEDEMANN, IVAN EDWARD
Alias:
Sex ..................................  Male
Race................................  
Height ............................  5’6”
Weight ...........................  130 Pounds
Eyes ................................  Brown
Hair .................................  Black
Marks/Scars/Tattoos ..
Wanted For:  ................. BURGLARY

Date of Birth .................  1/2/1995

WANTED

WANTED

WANTED

WANTED

Indiana, Sheriff’s Department

Warrant Division
For Lake County of Indiana.
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CLINE AVENUE BRIDGE CELEBRATES 
RETURN TO COMMUNITY

East Chicago, Ind., 
December 23, 2020 – Cline 
Avenue Bridge, LLC, 
owned and operated by 
United Bridge Partners 
(UBP), proudly announces 
the opening of the new Cline 
Avenue Bridge located in 
East Chicago, Ind. The 
bridge’s completion is 
the culmination of over 
five years of planning 
and construction, tens 
of thousands of tons of 
concrete and steel, and 
countless hours of skilled 
labor. On December 23, the 
company commemorated 
the occasion with a ribbon 
cutting and ceremonial 
first drive attended by 
dignitaries, stakeholders, 
members of the public. 
The event doubled as a 
fundraiser benefitting 
Boys & Girls Club of East 
Chicago and Lake Area 
United Way. 

Serving as the “Gateway 
of Lake County,” the new 

Cline Avenue Bridge will 
spur economic growth, 
reestablish transport 
connectivity, and alleviate 
congestion while serving 
as an elegant landmark in 
which the people of Lake 
County can take pride. 
The company will further 
elevate the community 
by providing ten cents of 
every collected toll to the 
city of East Chicago and 
by partnering with and 
supporting local non-profit 
organizations.

The new structure fills 
the need that was created 
after the original Cline 
Avenue Bridge closed in 
2009, which forced traffic 
onto city streets, accelerated 
wear and increased travel 
times in surrounding 
communities. Without 
government funding to 
rebuild it, UBP acquired 
the land and built the 
new bridge using private 
funds, thereby renewing 

a critical transportation 
link and providing reliable 
and efficient access to the 
region’s many attractions. 
UBP teamed up with 
Granite Construction as 
the general contractor, 
TranSystems as owner’s 
engineer representative, 
and Modjeski and Masters 
as project engineer to 
complete the bridge.

“What has been severed 
is now restored through the 
herculean effort from the 
state officials, local elected 
officials, and by a superior 
workforce,” stated East 
Chicago Mayor Anthony 
Copeland.

“Mayor Copeland and 
the city of East Chicago 
are exceptional partners to 
work with,” said United 
Bridge Partners president 
and CEO Doug Witt. 
“We are honored to be an 
essential part of Northwest 
Indiana, and together we 
are paving the way for 
greater economic growth 
and prosperity.”

The new Cline Avenue 
Bridge is a 1.2-mile-long 
segmental concrete bridge 
connecting an existing, fully 
rehabilitated, half-mile steel 
viaduct at the east end with 
the existing State Road 912 
roadway abutment on the 
west end. The new structure 
consists of 29 cast-in-place 
concrete columns that 
support 685 post-tensioned 
concrete single-cell box 
girder segments which form 
the bridge’s driving deck. 
Its two lanes support traffic 
going into Lake County and 
Chicago and is forecasted 
to service 10,000 vehicles 

daily. Its main span across 
the Indiana Harbor and Ship 
Canal is its apex, standing 
at 100 feet to accommodate 
ship traffic. 

The Cline Avenue Bridge 
uses an electronic system 
which accepts payment 
through E-ZPass, I-PASS, 
and pay by plate to keep 
traffic flowing smoothly. 
The tolling gantry is 
located at the bridge’s west 
abutment near the Riley 
Road onramp. From the 
opening date through end 
of January, the company 
is offering free passage 
to allow drivers to test 
drive the new route. 
The introductory period 
continues in February 
when tolls will be $1 for 
E-ZPass and I-PASS users. 
Beginning March 1, regular 
fare goes into effect, which 
is tiered based on number 
of axles and begins at $2.50 
for two-axle vehicles paying 
with E-ZPass or I-PASS and 
$5.50 for drivers without a 
pre-paid transponder.

“As an East Chicago 
native, it’s particularly 
meaningful to be part of 
this project,” shared Terry 
Velligan, general manager 
of operations at Cline 
Avenue Bridge. “Its sheer 
magnitude and far-reaching 
benefits set it apart from 
other infrastructure projects 
in the nation. We are truly 
grateful to Mayor Copeland 
and the skilled tradespeople 
for their diligence and 
perseverance that made our 
dream of a more connected 
community become reality.” .
Source: Cline Avenue Bridge  

Pictured (L-R): Doug Witt - president and CEO of United Bridge Partners, Terry Velligan – 
general manager of operations at Cline Avenue Bridge, East Chicago Mayor Anthony Copeland, 

and Dave Ryan - executive director of the Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce.


